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10 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OP [1819. 

and sincere seeker for truth, whose attainments in knowledge were 
so broad, and so diversified, as to command our respect and admi- 
ration, and whose large and loving heart was so manifest in all 
his deportment and intercourse with us, as to win our esteem and 
affection. We, therefore, join our sympathies with all those who 
have been bereft of his instruction, his example, and his fellowship, 
and we direct that these sentiments be placed upon our records, 
and a copy of the same be transmitted to the family of the de- 
ceased. 



January 21. 

The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 

Thirty-four persons present. 

A paper entitled " Notes on some Pacific Coast Fishes," by W. 
N. Lockington, was presented for publication. 

Solidago odor a as a "Tea" Plant — Mr. Thomas Meehan drew 
attention to some samples of dried leaves that had been sent for 
identification, and which are represented to be in extensive use in 
Berks Co., Pa., as a beverage under the name of "Blue Mountain 
Tea." Mr. Meehan found the leaves to belong to Solidago odora, 
The infusion had a slight taste of fennel, by no means disagree- 
able, but yet with little more attractions than catnip, or any ordi- 
nary " herb tea," might present. 



January 28. 

The President, Dr. Ruschenberger, in the chair. 

Thirty-two persons present. 

A paper entitled " Further Notes on the Mechanical Genesis of 
Tooth-forms," by Jno. A. Ryder, was presented for publication. 

On Gordius, and on some Parasites of the Rat. — Prof. Leidy 
exhibited a curious knotted mass of living hair-worms, Gordius 
robustus? which had been sent to him by Dr. S. T. Roman, of 
Conowingo, Cecil Co., Md. The mass had been picked up in a 
gutter at the edge of a forest near Conowingo, on a rainy morning 
of Dec. 15, 1878. It contained 52 male individuals, and 7 females. 
The former ranged from 8 to 25 centimetres in length, by \ to $ 
of a millimetre in thickness; the latter range from 14 to 19£ cen- 
timetres in length, by 1 millimetre in thickness. The females are 



1879.] NATURAL SCIENCES OP PHILADELPHIA. 11 

generally of much lighter color, and more robust character than 
the males. In both sexes the body is most attenuated anteriorly, 
but in the female the body is nearly as thick at the posterior ex- 
tremity as it is at the middle. Some of the smaller males are pale 
brownish-white, but most of them, from the smallest to the largest, 
are of various shades of brown to chocolate-brown. The females 
are pale brownish to darker brownish. In both sexes the head 
forms a convex, whitish eminence, encircled by a narrow black 
ring, from which a band of brown extends dorsally and ventrally 
along the body. The posterior end of the body is likewise of 
darker color than the part just in advance. 

The tail of the male makes a spiral turn inwardly, and is furcate. 
The forks are short, curved, slightly divergent, blunt conical pro- 
cesses. Just in advance of their conjunction internally, there 
exists an inverted crescentic fold of browner color than the con- 
tiguous parts, and immediately in advance is the genital pore. 
The interval of the caudal forks is smooth, or free from papillae. 

The tail of the female appears truncated ; is bluntly rounded, 
feebly clavate, or slightly thicker than just in advance, and nearly 
as thick as the middle of the body. It presents a terminal pore, 
marked by a brown spot, and encircled with a brown ring. 

Under a moderate magnifying power, the brown integument is 
minutely mottled with whitish spots, and it exhibits fine longitu- 
dinal and diagonal striation. In sunlight it is beautifully irides- 
cent as in the earth-worm. 

The worms are still quite lively. When disentangled and left 
alone they soon become again knotted together in a compact 
rounded mass as at present, with the heads divergent, and writhing 
so as to remind one of the head of the fabled Medusa. 

Prof. Leidy then directed attention to several other specimens 
which had been sent to him for information. One of these is a 
bunch of tapeworms, 15 individuals of Taenia diminuta, from the 
intestine of a rat. The other is the liver of a rat, with a multitude 
of cysts, the size of large peas, containing Gyaticercus fasciolaris. 
In a letter, accompanying the specimens, Dr. John R. Hewett 
states, that last spring he had examined about 500 rats (Mus de- 
cumanus), in Carroll Co., Mo., and only in half a dozen instances 
did he find the liver free from the parasite. 

Messrs. Geo. A Binder, Jacob Binder, Charles Henry Hart, and 
H. Dumont Wagner were elected members. 

The following papers were ordered to be printed: — 



